National Retinitis Pigmentosa Foundation

(RP Foundation Fighting Blindness)
1401 Mt. Royal Avenue
Fourth Floor
Baltimore, MD  21217
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638-2300 (Outside Maryland)

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Blindness and visual impairments, caused by inherited
retinal degenerative diseases.

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, teachers, rehabilitation workers, ophthalmologists,
optometrists, geneticists, mobility specialists, psychologists.

The Organization: The National Retinitis Pigmentosa Foundation funds research in retinitis
pigmentosa (RP) and other retinal degenerative diseases. It funds 13 research centers in the
U.S. and England, each involved in different but coordinated areas of investigation into
retinal degenerative diseases. The RP Foundation maintains a national confidential registry
of RP affected persons for statistical and clinical research. In addition the Foundation has
initiated an RP Retina Donor Program to assist the researchers' efforts. The organization's
60 affiliates are involved in a variety of activities including information and referral,
experience sharing, and fund raising. Furthermore, the National RP Foundation is a part of
the International Retinitis Pigmentosa Association, a coalition of 17 countries which
coordinate research on a world wide basis.

Information Services: Volunteer Information Resource Centers (VIRC) plus the chapters
provide referral services to rehabilitation, psychological, medical, genetic, and vocational
counseling agencies. The RP Foundation publishes several fact sheets, an annual report and
a quarterly newsletter for the lay reader. The newsletter is available on cassette and one
brochure is available in Spanish, There is no charge for single copies of all materials. The
RP Foundation holds regional and national educational workshops for volunteers and
professionals, where leading speakers in the field of RP are featured.

National Reye's Syndrome Foundation (NRSF)
426 North Lewis
Bryan, OH 43506
(419) 636-2679

Handicapping Conditions Served:  Reye's syndrome.
Users Served:  Physicians, general public.

The Organization: Formed in 1974, NRSF, a nonprofit organization, has grown to over 140
chapters in 41 states. It promotes awareness of Reye's syndrome, which strikes children
from infancy to about 19 years of age, most commonly after a viral illness such as flu or
chicken pox. If not diagnosed and treated in its early stages, Reye's syndrome can lead to
brain damage ranging from light to severe. NRSF provides funds for basic research on the
disease, and support and guidance to families of stricken children.

Information Services: NRSF disseminates literature to the lay community and the medical
profession, such as brochures* awareness bulletins, and emergency room posters. A brochure
and an awareness bulletin are available in Spanish; an awareness bulletin can be requested
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